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MP follows

newtrailon
fox concerns

NO charges will be pursued
following a review of docu-
mentation relating to the fox
eradication program, but a
complaint will be made to Tas-
mania’s Integrity Commission.

Assistant ~ Commissioner
Glenn Frame announced yes-
terday the Tasmania Police
review of a complaint made by
former officer and now Winde-
mere MLC Ivan Dean had de-
termined- that no criminal
offence had been committed.

Tasmania Police investigat-
ed Mr Dean’s complaint that
carcasses, scats and other

physical evidence of a fox pres-

ence in Tasmania — which
backed up the decade-long,
$50 million fox eradication ef-
fort — had been tampered with.

He made a complaint to
police in February after years
of claiming the state’s contro-
versial fox hunt was based on
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fabricated evidence and was a
waste of resources.

Mr Dean’s opinion has been
backed by two independent
scientific reports. One, by a
group of scientists led by fox
ecologist Clive Marks, claimed
it found anomalies in the scat
data collected by the Tasman-
ian Environment Department.

Mr Dean yesterday said he
had no issues with the police
action. “It was a preliminary
investigation which found that
they were not satisfied that the
1ssue warranted a police inves-
tigation,” Mr Dean said.

He said he believed evi-
dence obtained by the police

would be given to the Integrity
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Commission to aid any subse—'
quent investigation.

Mr Dean said the issue was
more suited to an Integrity
Commission investigation be- |
cause it might have involved a
breach of the State Service Act |
and codes of conduct rather
than criminal offences. -

Mr Frame said the policere-
view had been given to the
Department of Primary Indus-
tries, Parks, Water and Envi-
ronment.

The fox eradication effort
— which involved the laying of
1080 baits across the state —
never found a live fox or one
that had died after eating baits.

Primary Industries and
Water Minister Jeremy Rock-
liff said yesterday the depart-
ment would examine the
information from police to de- .
termine if further action was
required.




